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I’m really pleased to be introducing our new 
interim Honorary Secretary, Julie Stotten, 
ahead of election at our AGM later this year; 
Julie attended our December board member, 
and was co-opted in January, 2021. We are 
currently in the process of reshaping the 
Secretary’s role back to what it was.  Jaydn 
Edwards continues to support our creative 
design work, whilst we’re working on a number 
of options to manage our technology needs. 
In the meantime, here’s a bit about Julie.

“I worked in the café 
for four years at the 
National Trust’s Nostell 
Priory, so anyone who 
visited might have met 
me already.

I then moved to 
the office for three 
years to help with 

the paperwork, etc., that is needed to run 
a property of that size. I was the person 
that answered the phone, so if you rang for 
information, to make a booking, to pay for an 
event or any other reason, the chances are 
that it was me you spoke to. 

I ran a small group of volunteers who helped 
look after the office and the mandatory tasks 
that had to be done. I also worked with a 
group who were slowly archiving all the old 
paperwork from when the Stable Block was 
renovated. However, I was made redundant 
in a staffing reorganisation in 2020 due to 
Covid19.

I have previously been a teacher of both 
maths and ICT, although not in this region. I 
have a 22 year old son who is studying maths 
at Lincoln University, though currently online 

CHAIR’S REPORT
from home. I joined the civic society in January 
2020, and I’m now looking forward to stepping 
up to this role and contributing to the great 
work that’s going on.”

Julie Stotten

Our routes out of 
lockdown
In January, I supported the online launch 
‘Pontefract Stories’, initially an online research 
project to hear from people born here before 
1975. This project is led by a Pomfretian, who 
runs an arts company based in Leeds, which 
appreciates our network of community groups 
which we’ve used to share the requirements 
for this project. We’ll be excited to see the 
project outcome once completed. Since the 
initial call for stories, we’ve just received two 
new calls to action:

1. ‘Memory Walk: Take a walk down memory 
lane and take us with you! Imagine you 
are walking a familiar route in Pontefract. 
Where are you walking from and to? What 
do you pass along the way?   

2. ‘From my window, I can see…’. Send 
your written or audio files via email to: 
pontefractstories@gmail.com

Into February, and ahead of the Prime 
Minister’s Roadmap announcement, we were 
already working with the Council’s Markets, 
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Major Events & Festivals team on a joint 
calendar for 2021, though major events are 
unlikely to take place for the second year in 
succession. We’re continuing to contribute 
ideas for later potential activities later in 2021, 
and beyond.

On 1 March, Phil Cook and I met Cllr David 
Jones for a socially distanced walk around the 
main town centre, checking which business 
premises required a future use, whilst also 
updating a comprehensive list of which 
businesses were in each building. Our hope, 
clearly, is that when Pontefract moves forward 
through each stage of the Lockdown Exit, that 
most of the businesses from 2020 will return, 
and new ones will join them; we do know that 
there remains interest in Pontefract as a place 
of trading, though business rates and rents 
remain high.

Recently, Cllr Morley, Wakefield MDC’s 
portfolio holder for Planning & Highways, 
announced that at the end of the current 
Covid period ‘free parking’ policy, a new two 
hour free parking system would be in force 
from 1 Apr, 2021 to 31 Mar, 2022. This is 
something we’ve sought to influence, though 
before Covid, in the last review, Councillors 
were against the idea, suggesting it would 
not help town centres, though we know the 
income received was perhaps also in their 
thoughts.

Recent involvement
Since our December issue of Pontefract Voice, 
there has also been a considerable number of 
significant online meetings, conferences and 
webinars in which I and other civic society 
representatives have participated. Each one 
of these is not about the present, it’s about 
the future and how we get Pontefract and 
civic society to where we need to be, whether 

short or long term.

• Transport for the North Rail Committee meeting 
(12 Jan)

• Civic Voice ‘Modern Methods of Meaningful 
Participation’ series of webinars (13 Jan)

• Civic Voice Regional Forum (14 Jan)

• WMDC Pontefract Delivery Group [Phil Cook & Paul 
Cartwright] (14 Jan, 24 Feb)

• Civic Voice ‘Do we need to talk about the Greenbelt?’ 
webinar (20 Jan)

• WMDC Pontefract Steering Group [Phil Cook & Paul 
Cartwright]  (21 Jan)

• WMDC/Contemporary Art Society Public Art 
Framework workshop (25 Jan,12 Feb)

• Civic Voice/YHACS/N East meeting (28 Jan)

• YHACS AGM (30 Jan)

• Town Centre Business Audit with Cllr D Jones [Phil 
Cook & Paul Cartwright] (01 Feb)

• St Giles CofE Academy meeting with the Head [Phil 
Cook & Paul Cartwright] (9 Feb)

• Harworth Group Prince of Wales/Parkside Inn 
meeting [Paul Cartwright, Peter Cookson & Peter 
Taylor] (10 Feb)

• Pontefract Academies Trust meeting [Phil Cook & 
Paul Cartwright] (11 Feb)

•  ‘The Art of the Railway Poster - The Age of Elegance 
and Steam’ - Castleford Heritage Group online talk 
(12 Feb)

• YHACS Executive meeting (20 Feb)

• Create Streets ‘Design Codes Do’s and Don’ts’ 
webinar (24 Feb)

• The Yorkshire Society ‘This is Yorkshire’ conference 
(24 Feb)

• Three online meetings engaging with two new 
members (Rich Lord & Khalid Rasool) who have 
offered help [Paul Cartwright & Phil Cook] (1 Mar, 
3 Mar, 10 Mar)

• Leeds City Council ‘Draft Leeds Transport Strategy 
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& Mass Transit’ webinar (4 Mar)

• Prince of Wales Hospice cheque presentation with 
Rachel List for our 2021 calendar sales [Phil Cook & 
Paul Cartwright] (8 Mar)

• Creative Wakefield – The Big Gathering (11 Mar)

• Wakefield Cultural & Communities Forum (12 Mar)

• Meeting Yvette Cooper MP on our rail needs [Dave 
Hogg, Peter Cookson & Paul Cartwright (12 Mar)

• Markets, Major Events & Festivals including Culture 
team catch up meeting (16 Mar)

• Civic Voice AGM (17 Mar)

• Launch of the Yorkshire and Humber Climate 
Commission (17 Mar)

• Civic Voice case study (22 Mar)

• Catch up with Enfields estate agents [Paul 
Cartwright & Phil Cook] (22 Mar)

• Role of Rail in a strong, sustainable, inclusive 
economy (22 Mar)

• Role of Walking and Cycling in a strong, sustainable, 
inclusive economy (23 Mar)

• 60 Useful Minutes on Public Relations (24 Mar)

• Breathe Free air quality webinar (25 Mar)

Pontefract & Castleford 
Express (4 Mar)
The final version of the Pontefract Masterplan, 
which we’ve actively contributed to, is due to 
go to a Wakefield MDC cabinet meeting on 16 
Mar.

“Knowing the town as we do, we are really 
pleased to have contributed throughout the 
whole process of creating the Pontefract 
Masterplan.

This is a much needed far reaching plan, 
which will require significant private sector 
interest and investment for the next 20 years, 
to complement that of Wakefield MDC. As we 

monitor the delivery of the masterplan, there 
is much to look forward to, including housing, 
public realm and play enhancements in support 
of a vibrant and dynamic town centre”. 

Pontefract & Castleford 
Express (25 Mar) - 
Lockdown Reflection
Paul Cartwright chair of Pontefract Civic 
Society has reflected on the year since the first 
Lockdown, as the country saw a seismic shift 
in support for workers in caring and other key 
sectors, financial pressures have been felt by 
families, and the economy, businesses and 
the high street have all suffered the greatest 
shock in centuries, but what has this meant 
for Pontefract Civic Society?

Paul said, “following a pause in April to 
allow to re-plan, all internal meetings were 
moved online, which to some members was 
a challenge, that was soon followed by our 
monthly talks programme, then engagement 
with Wakefield Council, rail stakeholders, and 
the civic movement, nationally and regionally”.

Phil Cook, Vice Chair at Pontefract Civic Society 
said “we had to adapt by shifting physical 
events onto social media using slideshows for 
our Community Showcase, then video skills 
being learnt on the job for VE Day, A Taste 
of Liquorice, Yorkshire Day and Heritage 
Open Days.” For VE Day, the civic society 
had scheduled street decorations, a period 
newspaper, and a town hall concert, all of 
which had to be put on ice.

As local artist, Rachel List, captured the public 
mood, the civic society commissioned one 
piece of work for VE Day and Captain Tom 
Moore, an art trail leaflet as a resource for 
families and schools, then the preparation 
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VICE-CHAIR’S 
REPORT
I am pleased to say that while we are still 
not able to attend face to face meetings  I 
have been kept busy attending various zoom 
meetings  not just with our internal groups 
but with WMDC, Wakefield Youth team and 
the Decoration Squad. The Wakefield Youth 
team are looking at activities for Pontefract 
youth during the summer months when social 
distancing is removed. I have been able to 
put them in touch with various organisations 
which may be able to offer support.

Phil Cook
Vice Chair

Welcome to the follwing 
new members:

• Malcolm Caborn

• Orchard Head J&I School

• Dave Potts & Anne Valentine

• Antony Stead & Susan Johnson

• Martin & Veronica Wallace

• Ian & Lynne Parkin

• Richard Lord

• Pontefract RUFC – Community Group

• Pontefract Collieries FC – Community Group

• Pontefract Athletics Club – Community 

Group

• Red Lion – Gold Business Member

• Liquorice Bush – Gold Business Member

• The Beastfair Vaults – Gold Business Member

• Timothy & Susan Johnson

• James & Patricia Smith

• Abi Leung - Pontefract Academies Trust

• The Rookeries J&I School

• Michelle’s Flowers - Silver Business Member

for our 2021 Calendar where the Prince of 
Wales Hospice became the main beneficiary, 
receiving £4,149.25.

“Optimism, collective thinking and 
responsibility” is what Paul said in one business 
campaign articles last year gathering quotes 
and setting up photoshoots throughout the 
year to support the business community. The 
civic society also partnered with a business 
coach to run sessions for businesses, which 
strangely received little support, so that 
activity ceased.  Paul went on to say, “a 
more positive opportunity was the ‘Eat Out 
to Help Out’ scheme, when the Council’s 

economic growth team sought our support in 
recruiting Pontefract’s businesses to register; 
a tremendous success saw the numbers of 
hospitality businesses registered rise in two 
days from 17 to over 30.”    

We partnered with the Royal British Legion 
staging closed ceremonies for VJ Day, and 
Remembrance Day, and 1,500 bottle bottoms 
were painted by the community to create the 
fantastic poppy display on the Town Hall and 
Valley Road.

At Christmas, shop windows were judged by 
eight pupils from six schools across Pontefract 
Academies Trust schools and St Giles Academy 
with the winners being presented with 
certificates namely Jolly’s Café, Hark Interiors, 
and Jackie’s Florist.

We’ve encouraged the community to submit 
their recollections for the ‘Pontefract Stories’ 
project, and finally, with the support of Rachel 
List, and landlord Scott Wilson at The Red Lion, 
we remembered Captain Tom Moore.
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While we are still under lockdown, our 
Citizenship group has been busy working 
away in the background, however you may 
have noticed that there has been a tribute to 
Captain Sir Tom placed on the Red Lion. This 
was brought together in less than 24 hours 
of the sad announcement of his passing. We 
were able to arrange with Rachel List to do a 
small plaque to accompany the tribute that 
we already had in storage from VE Day 2020. 
Scott Wilson, the new landlord/owner of the 
Red Lion, agreed for us to use the balcony to 
display the tribute, which eventually will be 
on permanent display in a public building in 
Pontefract in due course. 

We have also been able to give support to 
both St Giles CofE Academy and to Pontefract 
Academies Trust schools with resources. We 
were asked if we had any activities based on 
Pontefract that they could use for their pupils, 
and we were pleased to be able to supply 
them with a number of colouring sheets, 
quizzes and online interactive maps; the latter 
included WW2 bomb sites across the town, 
blue plaques, a detailed history surrounding 
Bridge Street, and obviously included past 
liquorice locations.

One of our major annual activities at this time 
of year is the Community Showcase, which 
we would hold in the Town Hall, allowing 
Pontefract’s volunteer and support groups 
to show to local residents what they do, and 
allowing for some networking with other 
groups. Again, we find ourselves unable to 
make this a face to face event, though unlike 
2020, we have had the time to plan for an 
online event which goes beyond a powerpoint 
presentation of group logos. So for 2021, we 

COMMITTEE REPORTS
have brought together a number of videos 
made by each group, which will be published 
on Facebook and Twitter from 27th to 31st 
March.

We have also sold out of our 2021 Calendar 
featuring Rachel List’s street art celebrating 
the work of the NHS, key workers, Capt Tom 
Moore, and VE Day. Each year, we produce a 
calendar for sale, and 2021 we approached 
The Prince of Wales Hospice to see if they 
would partner this project, knowing many of 
their fundraising events had been cancelled. 
We agreed that the civic society would only 
take our usual annual sales income and print 
costs, and all other profit would be given to the 
hospice. We are now extremely pleased to say 
that this arrangement worked extremely well, 
and we’ve exceeded all expectations four-
fold, having raised £4,149.25 for the Prince of 
Wales Hospice, and there may be a little more 
yet to come. This has only been possible with 
the support of local businesses as sales and 
collection points, namely, Suzi’s Boutique, 
Maud’s Cafe, Myxology and Michelle’s Flowers. 
We have agreed in principle to work with the 
hospice on our 2022 calendar with a different 
theme, which will raise vital funds for their 
work. 

As we now turn our attention to what we 
can do in 2021 and beyond, our Decoration 
Squad is actively planning to decorate the 
town for various occasions, some local, some 
worldwide events, and we would love for 
you to get involved in helping by cutting the 
bottoms off your recycled plastic bottles. 
Information on this is set out below.

Phil Cook 
Citizenship Group Coordinator

Citizenship Group



Page 7www.pontefractcivicsociety.org.ukRegistered charity number 513509

 

Plastic Bottle Bottoms Appeal 
Inspired by the fantastic response shown by       
our community for the poppy display, we       

are now are looking to     
have at least four displays     
in 2020, using the    
bottoms of plastic drinks    
bottles, making the displays even     
bigger.  
So, please start saving your bottoms      
(bottles that is)! If you can paint them red,         
white or blue (acrylic paint is best), and add         
two small holes in the middle this would        
help. If you can’t    
paint them,  

please just put them in the box and        
we will paint them. 
The first display won't be until May,       
which we’ll need the bottoms by mid-April, with the next          
following soon after. Each display needs 2,500 bottle bottoms,         
hence asking you to save them now!  

 
We are grateful to Yorkshire Building 
Society for supporting us and acting as  
a collection point. 
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2021 TALKS & EVENTS
All talks will be delivered online via Zoom until further notice. We hope that live talks at the town 
hall will return from July, which is dependent on guidance from the government and Wakefield 
MDC.

Date Talk Speaker
Tuesday 13th April Votes for Women Eric Jackson

Tuesday 11th May The Many behind the Few David Skillen

Tuesday 8th June Medieval Leeds Professor Joyce Hill

Tuesday 13th July Yorkshire Air Ambulance Helen Berriman

Tuesday 14th September Mrs Fawcett’s Handbag (a suffragettes 
Tale) - This is a performance piece.

Sharron Garner

Tuesday 12th October A Day in the life of a Yorkshire Miner Dave Hogg

Tuesday 9th November The Barnbow Lasses Carole Smithies

Date Event
TBC Pontefract Civic Society Annual General Meeting

Sat 27 - 31 Mar Community Showcase

Fri 23 Apr St George’s Day

Sat 8 May VE Day Concert

Sat 22 May Yorkshire Three Peaks and Pen Y Ghent family challenge

Sat 26 Jun National Armed Forces Day (Pontefract Park)

Sun 27 Jun Hospice Garden Party

Sat 3 Jul Pontefract All Sorts Speciality Market

Sun 1 Aug Yorkshire Day

Sat 14 Aug Ponte Dance

Sun 15 Aug VJ Day

Sat 21 Aug Friarwood Festival

Fri 10 - Sun 19 Sept Heritage Open Days

Sun 12 Sept Great North Run

Thurs 11 Nov Armistice Day

Sun 14 Nov Remembrance Sunday

Thurs 9 Dec Christmas with the Liquorice Singers

Due to the ongoing uncertainty as to when all restrictions will be lifted and public events can take 
place it is difficult to provide a full and accurate calendar of public events, and we are aware that 
Wakefield Council have advised that major events will not take place through to August, though 
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I would usually be off travelling the world, but 
with the various travel restrictions over the last 
few months, I’ve been using my daily exercise 
time to explore what’s closer to home. You 
might want to give it a go too?

As Pontefract is the only place in Yorkshire 
with 3 railway stations, I incorporate them 
into my walk so that I can dream of heading 
off somewhere again soon!

I start my circular “3 stations walk” at 
Friarwood Valley Gardens and head by the 
hospital towards Baghill station. I would 
usually be using one of the direct services 
to York or Sheffield, but today I head to the 
end of Midland Road and turn left, heading 
for Pontefract Castle where I always enjoy a 
circuit around the grounds. From here head 
down towards Monkhill station (Remember 
you have direct trains to London, Halifax, 
Bradford, Doncaster from here, as well as 
Wakefield & Leeds). Head down Mill Dam Lane 
and turn down onto Black Walk just before 
the pub. The path follows the line as far as 
Skinner Lane and here I turn right and head 
under the bridge towards the level crossing.

Just before the level crossing you can turn left 
and follow the new path between the line and 
houses on the Prince of Wales development. 
I walk this right to the end and then follow it 
round until I come out onto the main Park 
Road. From the main road you can either 
crossover and head into Pontefract Park, or 
head back towards Tanshelf station, passing 
the new Aspire leisure hub which is looking 
amazing.

Crossing the line again at Tanshelf station (easy 
days out from here to Nottingham or Lincoln 
with a change of train at Kirkgate station) I 

A WALK IN PONTEFRACT
head back into town, passing the Haribo shop 
and the lovely shops in the former Magistrates 
Court. I head back towards Valley Gardens 
and maybe before I call it a day, I can take in 
some outdoor refreshments at the Blue Bell 
Inn, which is just across the road before the 
gardens.

If you decide you want to go further afield at 
some point in the future, search for me online 
or social media.

Jason Bailey
Travel Counsellor
T: 01977 820 000 or 01377 338 380
E: jason.bailey-amos@travelcounsellors.com 
http://www.travelcounsellors.com/jason.bailey
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JUNIOR CIVIC SOCIETY

St Giles CofE Academy
A poem about Lockdown by 
Stanley Miller
Lockdown was really tough

Lots of changes and different stuff

Being in school was sometimes cool

But I missed my friends and my own classroom

But I have learned that I can deal

With the way that hard things make you feel

And I can’t wait to see my mates on the eighth

Stan from Class 2 aged 7½ created the poem using a 
dictation, he dictated the poem then typed it up; he’s 

very tech savvy.

World Book Day 2021
Teachers sent the children at St Giles a 
challenge of reading in obscure places.

Isabella aged 7 in Class 
2 exercising and reading 

on her trampoline.

Lily McGregor out for a 
stroll and reading to the 

horses.

Ede in Class 2 on the 
Chinese New year 
scavenger hunt in 

half term at places in 
Pontefract

Miley, Erica and Lily B, all 
in class 2 on the scavenger 

hunt in Pontefract
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Pontefract Academies 
Trust Support Children’s 
Mental Health Week
Pontefract Academies Trust has been 
embracing Children’s Mental Health Week and 
encouraging all their students to find activities 
that help them feel good about themselves 
whether that be art, drama, exercise or music.

The schools will be following the Place2Be’s 
theme of ‘Dress to Express’ this week and all 
students and staff will be taking part. Students 
are encouraged to wear their favourite colours 
or even sports strip to help share their feelings 
and thoughts.

Larks Hill Junior and Infant school have been 
enjoying mindfulness drawing as part of their 
school day and Carleton High School have 
been hosting group sessions to discuss how 
they feel and how important it is to talk.

Carleton Park Junior & Infant School have 
been set challenges from their staff to help 
the children to get outside and explore, find 
different things locally and get creative. They 
are giving the children the chance to win 
house points for participating.

Joe Ayre, Headteacher at Carleton Junior 
School, which is part of Pontefract Academies 
Trust said: “Mental health is so important and 
it’s great to see all the children embracing 
this very important week.  We’re constantly 

Pontefract Academies 
Trust raises £7,442 for 
Local Hospice
Pontefract Academies Trust has raised over 
£7442 for The Prince of Wales Hospice in just 
four months.

All eight schools have been working incredibly 
hard over the past four months to raise much 
needed funds for the hospice as they know 
how difficult it’s been for charities during the 
pandemic. Fundraising activities so far have 
included non-uniform days, Reindeer Runs, 
collecting money in the hospices star jars 
and much more. This phenomenal amount 
of money will enable the hospice to run an in 
care bed for two whole weeks.

Rebecca Taylor, Community and Partnership 
Fundraiser at The Prince of Wales Hospice said: 
“We are so grateful to have the support of the 
Pontefract Academies Trust. Their eagerness 
to fundraise for the hospice really shines 
through even during these exceptionally 
difficult times. We are delighted to hear that 
the schools are already keen to get involved in 
more fun fundraising activities this year. The 
children have made everyone at the hospice 
smile with their incredible fundraising efforts 
and we are in awe of their generosity to the 
hospice.”

exploring new ways to engage with our 
students during this difficult time and I’m 
incredibly proud of everyone for their 
dedication and hard work.”
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Masked Readers celebrate World Book Day at 
Pontefract Academies Trust

Teachers, pupils and parents didn’t let 
lockdown stop them from celebrating this 
year’s World Book Day as they enjoyed an 
action packed agenda to enjoy their love of 
storytelling and reading.

Harry Potters, Hermiones, Dennis the 
Menaces, Tom Gates and Fantastic Mr Foxes 
are just some of the characters that joined 
Pontefract Academies Trust online lessons 
to enjoy “The Masked Reader” event where 
staff disguised their faces and children and 
families had to guess who it is and what book 
they were reading.

Ian Shuttleworth, Headteacher at Larks Hill 
Junior and Infant School said: “World Book 
Day has always been an important date in 
the school calendar as it’s a brilliant way to 
encourage all the children to try new books 
and build on their love of learning. It was 
fantastic to see everyone going to so much 
effort and dressing up even though most of 
them are at home.”

All Pontefract Academies Trust schools 
embraced the day with staff fancy dress 
competitions, story writing competitions, 
book voucher giveaways and an English 
department take over on The King’s School 
account.

World Book Day is celebrated in more than 100 
countries around the world and is a charity set 
up by UNESCO.  According to UNESCO reading 
for pleasure is the single biggest indicator of a 
child’s future success – more than their family 
circumstances, their parents’ educational 
background or their income. Their mission 
is to promote reading for pleasure, offering 
every child and young person the opportunity 

to have a book of their own.

Pontefract Academies Trust is a multi academy 
trust educating around 3,900 young people 
in Pontefract.  For more information about 
Pontefract Academies Trust please visit: 

https://www.pontefractacademiestrust.org.uk/
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OTHER SOCIETY REPORTS

Pontefract Art Club 
Pontefract Art Club has continued to support 
The Prince of Wales Hospice this year. 

Hand painted cards and now wooden hearts 
are regularly designed and made by our 
members for sale at Michelle’s Flowers, all 
proceeds going to our local hospice. 

We are hoping that we may open our club later 
in the year but until then we are still drawing 
and painting on a weekly basis and “virtually” 
showing our work through social media 
outlets. This has proved to be very successful 
and our number of followers has exceeded 
expectations. Our annual exhibition is now 
being “virtually” planned for the second year 
in a row! 

Any member of our community that is 
interested in art and would like to take part in 
our weekly tasks should contact the club. Our 
email address is: pontefractart@yahoo.com.

Rhona Chrichton
Secretary and Treasurer
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St Giles Church
St Giles officials need to keep careful control of the number of people hoping to attend 
services, and are asking you to book, by contacting the parish office on 01977 790448, or email 
(stgileschurchpontefract@gmail.com).

SERVICES DURING HOLY WEEK 
 

Please note that all social distancing measures will still be in place when public worship   
resumes: sanitising hands on entry and exit; maintaining a 2m distance from people 
you do not live with; wearing a face covering in church; avoiding socialising in or 

out of church. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

We have now reached our maximum capacity for the             
10.15am services at St Giles on Palm Sunday and Easter Day. 

   

SUNDAY, 28th March—PALM SUNDAY—FULL 
10.15am Parish Eucharist to include reading of the Passion Story—please 
note, there will be no procession (at St Giles and online).   
6.00pm BCP Evensong (online only)  
  

MONDAY, 29th March  
7.00pm Eucharist and short address (at St. Mary’s)  
  

TUESDAY, 30th March  
9.00am Morning Prayer (online only)  
7.00pm Compline and short address (online only)  
  

WEDNESDAY, 31st March  
9.30am Eucharist and short address (at St Giles and online)  
 

MAUNDY THURSDAY, 1st April  
7.00pm Eucharist with Watch (at St Giles and online)  
  

GOOD FRIDAY, 2nd April  
2.00pm Good Friday Liturgy (at St Giles and online)  
 
** The SATURDAY VIGIL at 8.00pm will not be taking place ** 
  

SUNDAY, 4th April—EASTER SUNDAY 
** Additional service** 8.00am BCP Easter Day Said Holy Communion (at  
St Giles, not livestreamed) no booking required. 
9.00am Parish Eucharist (at St Mary’s)  
10.15am Parish Eucharist (at St Giles and online) - FULL 
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Membership
As per our constitution, all memberships expire 
on 31 December, and we hope you will register 
your 2021 membership, now, via or website. If 
you wish to pay by cash or cheque, that’s not a 
problem.

Also tell your friends, and for the first new 
member you recruit, we’ll give you £5 back!

For more information on becoming a member, 
please visit:
http://www.pontefractcivicsociety.org.uk/shop

Donations & Bequests

Have you thought of making a 
donation to Pontefract Civic Society 
during your lifetime, or leaving us 
some money in your will?

Pontefract Voice and our Annual Reports 
show the tremendous work the society 
and our members are doing to make 
Pontefract a better place. To continue our 
important work at its present level, or in 
fact expand it, then additional resources 
are always beneficial, especially for new 
projects. 

The civic society is both independent and 
non-political. As the town’s ‘watchdog’ 
for the built environment, highways, rail, 
planning, architecture, heritage, events, 
business, and public amenities, we can 
speak on behalf of those who live, work, 
are educated here, or visit Pontefract, 
without fear or favour. 

We would be absolutely delighted if you 
would make a donation or a bequest. 
Both the Chair and Vice Chair are available 
if you wish to discuss this in more detail. 

Individual Member £15

Joint Members 
(same address)

£20

Bronze Business Member £22.50  / £45 inc. 
donation

Silver Business Member £47.50 / £95 inc. 
donation

Gold Business Member £97.50 / £195 inc. 
donation

Community Group Member £20

Honorary Membership No fee

Junior Civic Society Member No fee

Business members note: Our website can’t 
accommodate the process for the discounted 
rate, so please talk to us before processing a 
renewal, and we can provide an invoice.

Chair & Heritage Group Coordinator *Paul Cartwright 01977 708658 chairman@pontefractcivicsociety.org.uk

Vice Chair *Phil Cook 07931700021 vicechair@pontefractcivicsociety.org.uk

Secretary *Julie Stotten 07780 835545 secretary@pontefractcivicsociety.org.uk

Treasurer *Ian Wood 07806 916 937 treasurer@pontefractcivicsociety.org.uk

Planning Group Coordinator *Peter Taylor 01977 703050 p.taylor569@btinternet.com

Rail Group & Talks & Tours Group Coordinator *David Hogg 07910564141 david.hogg1@live.co.uk

Co-opted & Pontefract in Bloom *Colin White 01977 795074 whitedrc@sky.com

Heritage Open Days Coordinator Philip Henfrey 01977 798517 hodcoordinator@pontefractcivicsociety.org.uk

Highways Group Coordinator Anthony Dee 01977 701866 highways@pontefractcivicsociety.org.uk

Contacts *Executive Committee Member
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Bookshelf
We have a number of local heritage and history publications for sale.

Our local heritage publications are available for sale online. Visit www.pontefractcivicsociety.org.
uk/shop to purchase online or contact us via:

Phone: 01977708658 
Email: info@pontefractcivicsociety.org.uk 
www.pontefractcivicsociety.org.uk/shop

£11 - Pontefract’s Chequered 
History

£12.99 - Pontefract - Celebrating 
the Past; Looking to the Future 

£10 - The Railways of Pontefract 

in Days of Steam

£7 - The Prince of Wales Colliery £7 - Ancient Routes Through 

Pontefract

£13 - The J.S. Fletcher G.P. Rhodes 

Collaboration

We also have a stock of quality branded pens for just £1.00, and lapel badges at £3.00. 
Please show your support for Pontefract Civic Society; let’s get noticed!
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The Pontefract Civic Society is to reprint two 
local books of Pontefract history by Roger Ellis. 
The Robsons Malsters of Pontefract was first 
published in 2013 followed by Pontefract’s 
Chequered History in 2017. 

The Robsons were a prominent Pontefract 
business family who owned Northumberland 
House on Salter Row, now Home Bargains. 
Other properties included Castle Lodge, 
Micklegate House and Belle Vue on Mill Hill, 
all of which have now been demolished. The 
only other remaining house now listed being 
Tanshelf Lodge on Front Street which today is 
in the ownership of Haribo. 

Lengthy research by the author revealed links 
by marriage into other important families 
whose influence included position in local 
politics, civic duties, business, property owning 
and the town’s commercial development.  
The Robson’s were wealthy local benefactors 
whose legacy we still see today in many parts 
of the town. 

The intriguing story of the Robson family would 
have remained unknown had not an excellent 
collection of sepia photographs come to light, 
all of which are now part of the Pontefract 
Museum collection and are included here in 
the book.

The Chequer Fields of Pontefract and the 
neighbouring Friar Wood Valley have a long 
history stretching back to when the Romans 
occupied Britain. During the Civil War period 
of 1645 the Royalist and Parliamentary armies 
faced each other on the flat high ground 
in what became known as the Battle of the 
Chequer Fields. 

The vast spaces, being remote, were used to 
isolate victims of leprosy at Foulsnap, a Lazar 
Institution known as the - gateway to heaven. 
Here leprosy sufferers were quarantined, 

along with other recognisable diseases such 
as bubonic plague and syphilis. For today’s 
older generation, Chequerfield was where the 
town’s isolation hospital was constituted in 
1894 to treat victims of smallpox. 

But Chequerfield has other tales to tell, such 
as the now demolished Waterloo Monument 
known affectionately as Cranky-Pin due to its 
distinctive curvature, the reason for which 
remains an enigma. There is the Mystery of 
Fort Royal and the part it played during the 
Siege of Pontefract Castle. The history of 
the Chequer Fields is not complete without 
reference to the iconic story of the ghostly 
Black Monk, all of which the book describes 
in detail.

It should also be noted that the lay-out of 
Chequerfield Estate is built in the style of a 
Garden suburb with its open spaces and tree-
lined avenues first described by Garden City 
Planner Ebenezer Howard in the 1870’s. All of 
this very much part of Pontefract’s Chequered 
history.
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Join Pontefract Civic Society 
as a volunteer!
Members are welcome to get involved in any of work, and if you are unsure, then speak to those 
currently involved. Whether you have a passing interest, a skill, knowledge from other community 
groups or your day job, then we need your support. You could have a chat with other members 
about what they do; this is a key way you can help Pontefract be a better place to live, work, and 
visit.

Creatively collating 
information and 
designing posters and 
other materials

- 3 hours per month

Conducting 
heritage research 

- 3 hours per 
month

Creating digital content for virtual 

events using Microsoft Video 

Editor to support slideshows and 

videos, and creative presentations

- Min. 2 hours a month

Keeping our website up to date 
with new content aligned to our 
current action and social media 
output

- 1 hour per week

Creating a bank of new 
photographs of the 
town, the civic society, 
and of our members

- Intervals in the year

….and many more 
opportunities
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Business Members
Gold Member Gold Member Gold Member Gold Member

Gold Member Gold Member Gold Member Silver Member

Silver Member Silver Member Silver Member Silver Member

Silver Member Silver Member Silver Member Silver Member

Silver Member Silver Member Silver Member Silver Member

Silver Member Silver Member Bronze Member

Michelle’s 
Flowers
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Partners

Yorkshire 
Coalfields 

Community Rail 
Partnership

NOVA

Acknowledgements
We would like to thank everyone who has had a hand in putting this issue of Pontefract Voice 
together. Our continued publication would not be possible without you.

Photography
• Prince of Wales Hospice

• Julie Stotten

• Phil Cook

• Chris Taylor

• St Giles CofE Academy

• Pontefract Art Club.

Editor
• Paul Cartwright

Proof Reader
• Mollie Garbett

Print Design
• Jaydn Edwards


